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Dear halftonners & friends,  
 
This is the first newsletter of the year 2015. In view of the event which will mark our summer, we have so many 
things to tell you…  
 
HALF TON CLASSICS CUP 2015 
The clock started ticking, and we have not been sitting around doing nothing! Proof hereof: this newsletter as 
well as the final version of the Notice of race, herewith attached.  
 
As the economy is still in waiting mode, uncertainty rules and potential sponsors hesitate to confirm their 
support… We can’t help it, but we see no other solution than to ask you to confirm your entry at this stage 
already, and to transfer a confirmation fee of 100 EUR to the race’s account. You will find proper instructions 
containing all details attached to this newsletter. 
 
Your support is highly appreciated: it keeps our Class on a proper course.  
 
THE 8th HTCC: THE PRATICAL SIDE 

- Lodging: contact Mrs Françoise Gillès – info@kycn.be 
- Cranage: kindly offered by our biggest fan Tom Florizoone/Yachting Wave.  

 
SPONSORS 
We are delighted to announce you that besides our usual Class’ sponsors, we can again count on the support of 
our old acquaintance ECOVER, who already supported our Class and regatta’s in 2003, 2005, 2007 and 2009!  
 
In 2014 ECOVER launched a very interesting project which aims to reduce plastic garbage floating in the seven 
seas. This international project is called ‘Waste Free Oceans’. Together with other partners are inciting 
fishermen to fish plastic instead of fish. The collected garbage is then recycled to produce a new bottle: the 
ECOVER Ocean Plastic Bottle. Our Class fully supports this project: you will note the result next August! All info 
to be found here: http://uk.ecover.com/en/why-ecover/ecover-ocean-plastic-bottle/ 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Last November many of you were present in the Genval YC attending our General Assembly. The presentation 
is to be found on the website. One of the results emanating from this meeting is the fact that we keep on 
insisting not to make any modification to the hulls of your halftonners. Modifying them may result in being 
excluded from racing in the HTCC. 
FYI, an updated ‘Class Rules’ document will accompany the next newsletter, and will also be published on the 
website. 
We also support you in having your halftonner measured by an IRC-measurer. You will see that your boat’s 
rating will be more correct, and (mostly) even better! 
 
REGATTAS 
It is a fact: other regatta organizers are also quite active which is also quite interesting for you as it allows you 
not only to fill your sailing agendas, but also to better prepare for Nieuwpoort… By the way, a nice calendar is 
also included in the GA presentation. 
 
We have been contacted by the organizers of the International Sailing Week of Marseilles (SNIM). The 2015 
edition of the SNIM will be held from 3 to 6 April (same dates as the Spi Ouest…), and since it is the 50th edition, 
the organizers will honour all the boats that made the heydays of the SNIM. In particular our halftonners will 
sail on special courses with all the other IOR warhorses. The scenery is fantastic, the people warm-hearted and 
the partying legendary. If you go to Marseilles, you will not be disappointed! 
 
Another summer classic is Ramsgate Sailing Week, a mere 50 NM distant from Nieuwpoort, which is in fact an 
excellent training for the HTCC. From 26 to 31 July the local race committee will make you sail around the cans 
amidst the local sandbanks. All info to be found on : www.ramsgateweek.com. 
 
Those of you with fond memories of sailing between Brittany’s famous rocks, why not go to Roscoff for the 
Tour de Finistère à la Voile, starting on August 2nd and finishing in Port-la-Forêt on August 8th? The organizers 
will create a special Half Ton Class (in IRC) if halftonners make it to the start. If your halftonner comes by trailer, 
you will benefit from the strongly reduced carnage rates. The return to Nieuwpoort by sea might be a bit tight,  
by road is definitely a better option… 
 
Finally, we would like to present a regatta that deserves your attention: it’s Breskens Sailing Weekend. A day’s 
sailing further north from Nieuwpoort, the local YC organizes a splendid series from 28 to 30 August, which is 
the weekend after the HTCC. In an aim to attract more halftonners, the local organizers will launch and lift your 
boats for free, and will allow us to race in our own class and within the IRC 3 starters (rating below 1.00 IRC). 
 
The Breskens Sailing Weekend is traditionally perceived as the best IRC regatta in the Belgian-Dutch waters, 
both at regatta quality level (courses, competitors) as what the after-sail is concerned (no need to specify…). It 
is a bit like our HTCC, but bigger. 
 
We definitely can strongly recommend you to take an extra week of holidays to enjoy sailing and discovering 
the region. By combining the two regattas (HTCC & BSW) you optimize your efforts as well as your travel costs! 
Since our Class is involved in the BSW- organization, do not hesitate to contact us for more info!  
 
A NEW YOUTH TEAM… 
You will discover them in Nieuwpoort for the HTCC: a team of youngsters just bought the ex-Anke, a Joubert 
design from 1978, that they renamed M’Half’Raz (do us a favour and ask them to explain in English…). They will 
sail the HTCC under the BRYC’s colours. We wish them all the best and some ‘serious fun’! 
 
Fair winds, a good health and do not forget to practice (sailing)… 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Bert & Philippe 
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